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of Tapas for which he set out on a journey to Nastk,  Bhuvane-

shwar and other places where there were great temples. After
travelling incessantly for a few years, he wanted to take to
higher studies in Sanskrit. So in 1900, he went to Nava Dwipa

In Bengal which was renowned for its ancient schools of Sanskrit
and philosophy. There he bad many an opportunity of displa-
ying hii poetic talent in Sanskrit. Pandits in, Sanskrit were taken,
aback to see this young man not only reciting his own poetry,
but composing invaluable pieces on the spot. His spontaneous
flow of thought, lilting poems appealed to the assembled great
Pandits who were astonished to see his talent and conferred on
him the title of "Kavya Kantha" (the poetic voice) and honou-
red him greatly.

Ibis was only the beginning of his  marvellous poetic

talent for in 1903 in Madras, entering Into a contest with Nara-

yan Sodershan, he astounded the audience by writing twenty
five poems in six minutes and won the award of a gold bangle -
a much covetted prize, for nobody before him nor since had
performed a similar startling Intellectual feat.

In 1902, he went to Anmachalam  and there in the Shiva

temple, he composed two hundred slokas in praise of Lord Shiva
and people were as usual surprised to see this Intellectual giant.
He was appointed a teacher in Telugu and Sanskrit, He was
there for one year and left for Vellore where, for a wonder, he
stayed for about four years as Telugu Pandit. While the art of
teaching pleased him his soul longed for independence. Is
pursuit of it, he travelled extensively and came across a recluse
called Brahmana Swami whose years of silence in his prayers
flapas) made him lose his voice. But, as the legendary story
would have It9 as he saw this young man Ganapati, the Swami
is reported to have gained his voice and addressed him and
later Initiated him Into old and effective ways of knowing the
Ultimate Reality. From then on, Ganapati Shastri resumed
his prayers (Tapas) and wrote an important volume-called "Uma
Sahasra" which gives details of the various Intricacies of Man-
tra, Tantra, Japa and Tapa. This has been a unique book for